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Next Steps:

1)    When someone is unexpectedly generous or spot-on truthful to you, receive it. It just might be God in disguise.

2)    If you need people like that in your life, ask God for them.

3)    You might need to curate your friends list less. 

4)    Try out regular, diverse community; this church is particularly good at this.

5)    Be that profoundly encouraging, truthful, generous person for someone else, as often as you can.

 

Ruth 1:6-18 (NLT)

6 Then Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had blessed his people in Judah by giving them good crops again. So Naomi

 and her daughters-in-law got ready to leave Moab to return to her homeland. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she set
 out from the place where she had been living, and they took the road that would lead them back to Judah.

8 But on the way, Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back to your mothers’ homes. And may the Lord reward

 you for your kindness to your husbands and to me. 9 May the Lord bless you with the security of another marriage.”
 Then she kissed them good-bye, and they all broke down and wept.

10 “No,” they said. “We want to go with you to your people.”

11 But Naomi replied, “Why should you go on with me? Can I still give birth to other sons who could grow up to be

 your husbands? 12 No, my daughters, return to your parents’ homes, for I am too old to marry again. And even if it were

 possible, and I were to get married tonight and bear sons, then what? 13 Would you wait for them to grow up and refuse
 to marry someone else? No, of course not, my daughters! Things are far more bitter for me than for you, because the
 Lord himself has raised his fist against me.”

14 And again they wept together, and orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye. But ruth clung tightly to Naomi.

 15 “Look,” Naomi said to her, “your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods. You should do the
 same.”

16 But ruth replied, “don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you live, I will

 live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. 17 Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be

 buried. May the Lord punish me severely if I allow anything but death to separate us!” 18 When Naomi saw that ruth
 was determined to go with her, she said nothing more.

Luke 10:25-37 (NLT)



25 one day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: “Teacher, what should I do to
 inherit eternal life?”

26 Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?”

27 The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all
 your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

28 “right!” Jesus told him. “do this and you will live!”

29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

30 Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked by
 bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road.

31 “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and

 passed him by. 32 A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other
 side.

33 “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. 34 Going over to him,
 the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey

 and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. 35 The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling
 him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’

36 “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked.

37 The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.”

Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”

 

 


