Sunday, December 27, 2015
“Thankful and Hopeful at New Year’s”
Steve Watson

How Can | Be Happy and Calm at the Dawning of a New Year?

1. Look back with gratitude.
2. Look forward with hope.

2015 — Thankful

2016 — Hopeful

I Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NLT)

13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have died so you

will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we
also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died.

15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of
those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of

the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their graves. 17 Then,
together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in

the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these words.

| Thessalonians 5:12-24 (NLT)

12 Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They work hard among you and give
you spiritual guidance. 13 Show them great respect and wholehearted love because of their work. And live peacefully
with each other.

14 Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those who are lazy. Encourage those who are timid. Take tender care of
those who are weak. Be patient with everyone.

15 see that no one pays back evil for evil, but always try to do good to each other and to all people.

16 Always be joyful. 17 Never stop praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who
belong to Christ Jesus.

19 Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. 20 Do not scoff at prophecies, 2L but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good.
22 stay away from every kind of evil.



23 Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept
blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. 2 God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.



